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Date of Birth and Family Background[image: ]

Dr. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam was born on 15th October 1931 at Rameswaram on Pamban Island in Tamil Nadu. His father’s name was Jainulabdeen who was a boat owner and an imam of local mosque. His mother’s name was Ashiamma and she was a housewife. He has three brothers and one sister. His ancestors were a wealthy traders and landowners but in 1914, when the Pamban Bridge was opened, his ancestors lost their business and became poor.  In childhood age, Dr. Abdul Kalam sold newspapers to earn some money for his family. 

Educational Qualification      
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam completed his schooling from the Schwartz Higher Secondary School, Ramanathapuram.  Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam went on to attend Saint Joseph's College, Tiruchirappalli, which is affiliated with the University of Madras. He graduated in physics in 1954. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam moved to Madras in 1955 to study aerospace engineering in Madras Institute of Technology. He wanted to become a fighter pilot but he failed to achieve it, because there were only eight seat was available and his position was ninth. He completed his graduation from the Madras Institute of Technology in 1957 and joined the Aeronautical Development Establishment of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (by Press Information Bureau, Government of India) as a scientist after becoming a member of the Defence Research & Development Service (DRDS).
Posts held
1. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam served as the 11th President of India, succeeding K. R. Narayanan. He won the 2002 presidential election with an electoral vote of 922,884, surpassing the 107,366 votes won by Lakshmi Sahgal. His term lasted from 25 July 2002 to 25 July 2007. 
2. Project Director to develop India's first indigenous Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV-3)
3. Chief Executive of Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP).
4. He was the Scientific Adviser to Defence Minister and Secretary, Department of Defence Research & Development from July 1992 to December 1999.
5. Chairman of Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC)
6. Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India
7. Dr. Kalam was also the Chairman, Ex-officio, of the Scientific Advisory Committee to the Cabinet (SAC-C) and piloted India Millennium Mission 2020.
8. Dr. Kalam took up academic pursuit as Professor, Technology & Societal Transformation at Anna University, Chennai from November 2001 and was involved in teaching and research tasks.

Contribution in development of Science & Technology
· Dr. Kalam made significant contribution as Project Director to develop India's first indigenous Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV-3) which successfully injected the Rohini satellite in the near earth orbit in July 1980 and made India an exclusive member of Space Club.
· He was responsible for the evolution of ISRO's launch vehicle programme, particularly the PSLV configuration. 
· He was responsible for the development and operationalization of AGNI and PRITHVI missiles and for building indigenous capability in critical technologies through networking of multiple institutions. One of his significant contribution was creating Research Centre Imarat for advanced technologies. 
· Dr. Kalam took up the responsibility of developing Indigenous Guided Missiles at Defence Research and Development Organisation as the Chief Executive of Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme (IGMDP).
· One of his significant contributions was creating Research Centre Imarat for advanced technologies. 
· As Chairman of Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council (TIFAC) and as an eminent scientist, he led the country with the help of 500 experts to arrive at Technology Vision 2020 giving a road map for transforming India from the present developing status to a developed nation.
· Dr. Kalam has served as the Principal Scientific Advisor to the Government of India, in the rank of Cabinet Minister, from November 1999 to November 2001 and was responsible for evolving policies, strategies and missions for many development applications. 
· In the bio-medical area, Dr. Kalam along with his team collaborated with medical specialists in the development of Kalam-Raju stent during 1994 - 1996. Kalam-Raju cardiac stent after qualification trials has been fitted to many needy patients. This development has further led to the creation of a production unit of state-of-the-art stents. Also, he had initiated the use of carbon-carbon and carbon-polymer materials for production of floor reaction orthosis calipers which has reduced the weight of the caliper to 1/10th of the original weight during 1995 & 1996. Over 50,000 children have been fitted with these calipers. 
Died on
On 27 July 2015, Kalam travelled to Shillong to deliver a lecture on "Creating a Livable Planet Earth" at the Indian Institute of Management Shillong. While climbing a flight of stairs, he experienced some discomfort, but was able to enter the auditorium after a brief rest. At around 6:35 p.m. IST, only five minutes into his lecture, he collapsed. He was rushed to the nearby Bethany Hospital in a critical condition; upon arrival, he lacked a pulse or any other signs of life. Despite being placed in the intensive care unit, Kalam was confirmed dead of a sudden cardiac arrest at 7:45 p.m IST. His last words, to his aide Srijan Pal Singh, were reportedly: "Funny guy! Are you doing well?"
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