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Unique Features of the Book

RRB NTPC (Prelims) ™EXAM  G ALPOST   Solved Papers & Practice Tests is designed to give you last-
minute practice for the RRB 1st stage CBT exam. This book contains the 5 previous years’ question papers with detailed 
solutions. The book also contains 15 practice tests, along with their detailed solutions, not just the answer key.

This book is the first of its kind for the RRB NTPC 1st stage CBT examination. It contains 2000+ questions with 
detailed solutions and explanatory notes for every question.

Detailed Solution for Every Question
The book contains detailed explanatory solutions to each and every question. These explanatory solutions not 
only provide you an in-depth understanding of the concept being assessed but also help you solve similar types 
of questions. 

Question

Question

Detailed Solution
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PRACTICE TEST 2: ANSWER KEY & EXPLANATORY NOTES 

 1. (4) The following figures describe 
the logic used in the given 
encoding: 

 

 2. (1) IGST will be charged by Centre. 
The IGST is not a tax in addition to 
the SGST and CGST. So, one should 
not be presumed that IGST is a 
third tax, but it is only a mechanism 
to monitor the interstate trade of 
goods and services and further to 
ensure that the ultimate SGST goes 
to the consumer state since the 
GST is a destination-based tax. 

 3. (4) Spain’s Rafael Nadal defeated 
Swiss Stanislas Wawrinka to win his 
record 10th French Open title. This 
was Nadal’s Fifteenth Grand Slam 
title. With this, Nadal moves to the 
second place above Pete Sampras 
on the list of all-time Grand Slam 
winners of men’s tennis only behind 
Roger Federer, who recently 
registered his 19th title win at the 
Wimbledon in 2017. 

 4. (1) Except (1) in all options there is 
a certain gap between letters i.e.  
– 4&2. In option (1) gap is 2,2. 

 5. (3) Among the given options, only 
banyan is not a coniferous tree.  

 6. (1) Direct censorship on media was 
imposed during the imposition of 
national emergency period, i.e. 
1975-1977, by the then Indira 
Gandhi Government.  

 7. (3) The “Eighth Schedule” of the 
Indian Constitution contains a list of 
22 Scheduled languages. 

 8. (3) Generally, ‘School’ is the place 
where students go to study. 
However, ‘School’ is called 
‘Teacher’. Therefore, 'Teacher' is 
the place where the student goes to 
study. So, the correct answer is 
given by option (3). 

 9. (4) Montenegro officially became 
the 29th member of the NATO. The 
purpose of NATO is to guarantee 
the freedom and security of its 
members through political and 
military means. The headquarters 

of NATO are located at Brussels, 
Belgium. 

 10. (3) According to President Donald 
Trump, the Paris Agreement would 
lead to a redistribution of American 
wealth to other countries and 
transfer of American jobs abroad. 
His predecessor Barack Obama had 
argued that by promoting a global 
climate regime, the U.S. would 
create wealth and jobs at home. 

 11. (4) The European Commission 
found that Google abused its 
dominance in the Internet search 
market to give itself an unfair 
advantage via comparison shopping 
services and slapped a $2.7 billion 
fine. Google’s comparison shopping 
service disadvantaged competitors 
by placing them lower in its search 
results. This systematically gave 
Google’s own services higher 
placement and greater visibility, 
leading to more clicks.  

 12. (3) Sea shells, sand and waves are 
related to sea. 

 13. (4) Tsunami, Hurricane and 
Tornado are natural disasters. 
Avalanche is also a natural calamity 
that occurs when snow flows rapidly 
towards hillside. 

 14. (3) Garbiñe Muguruza Blanco won 
the Women Wimbledon 
Championship in 2017 by defeating 
Venus Williams. She has won five 
singles titles, including two majors 
at the 2016 French Open and the 
2017 Wimbledon Championships. 
She achieved her career-high 
ranking of world No. 1 on 11 
September 2017. 

 15. (1) Let the amount permitted be  
= ` A 

  So, A = 4910 110
100
  = 491 × 11  

= ` 5401 crores 

 16. (2) Difference = ` (11486  9695) 
= ` 1791 crores 

  Required percentage increase in 
market borrowing 

  

1791 100
29952


  

  = 5.979   6 % 

 17. (4) Whole fund = ` (11486 + 5252 
+ 4910 + 6000 + 29952) crores 

  = ` 57600  

  We know that the total angle  
= 360°  

  Whole fund = ` 57600 

  So ` 57600 = 360° 

   angle corresponding to` 29952 

= 360
57600

 
  

× 29952 = 187.2° 

 18. (2) Read Only Memory (ROM) is a 
kind of storage medium that is non-
volatile in nature, used in 
computers and other electronic 
devices. Non-volatile memory helps 
in retrieving data even after the 
power has been recycled (i.e. the 
computer system has been 
switched off and then turned on). 

 19. (4) Amount after ’T’ years is 
calculated as: 

   

   

   
  2T = 3 and hence, T = 1.5 years 

 20. (4) The complete image is shown 
below: 

   
 21. (1) Bengaluru was ranked 40th in 

the Dell’s annual Women 
Entrepreneur (WE) Cities Index of 
the world’s top 50 cities that 
promote the growth of women 
entrepreneurs. 

 22. (4) Listed0 Price of each book = ` 
100 

  Total Listed Price of three books = ` 
300 

  S.P. of three books = ` 274.50 

2T1191.016 6= 1 +
1000 100

 
 
 

21191.016 10.6
1000 10

T
   
 

3 210.6 10.6
10 10

T
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 15. If the toll is to be collected through an outsourced 
agency by allowing a maximum 10% commission, how 
much amount should be permitted to be collected by 
the outsourced agency so that the project is supported 
with ` 4,910 crores? 
(1) ` 5,401 crores (2) ` 5,827 crores 
(3) ` 5,316 crores (4) ` 6,213 crores  

 16. If NHAI could receive a total of ` 9,695 crores as 
External Assistance, by what percent (approximately) 
should it increase the market borrowing to arrange for 
the shortage of funds? 
(1) 7.5% (2) 6%  
(3) 4.5% (4) 8%  

 17. The central angle corresponding to market borrowing is 
(1) 52° (2) 137.8°  
(3) 192.4° (4) 187.2°  

18. Which of the following computer memories is non-
volatile?   
(1) SRAM (2) ROM  
(3) RAM (4) DRAM  

 19. In ‘T’ years, an amount of 1000 rupees becomes 
1191.016 rupees at 12 % compounded semiannually. 
What is ‘T’? 
(1) 3 (2) 2 
(3) 2.5 (4) 1.5 

 20. Select the answer figure that replaces ‘?’ to complete 
the question figure. 

  Question Figure: 

 
  Answer Figures: 

 
 21. Which Indian city was ranked 40th in the Dell’s annual 

Women Entrepreneur (WE) Cities Index? 
(1) Bengaluru (2) New Delhi 
(3) Mumbai (4) Hyderabad 

 22. List price of a book is ` 100. A dealer sells three such 
books for ` 274.50 after allowing discount at a certain 
rate. Find the rate of discount. 
(1) 8.34% (2) 8.16%  
(3) 8.33% (4) 8.5% 

 23. Which of the following statements about the Earth’s 
core is not correct? 
(1) It is made up of very heavy material, mostly consisting 

of nickel and iron. 
(2) The outer core is in solid state, while the inner core is 

in liquid state. 
(3) The core–mantle boundary is located at a depth of 

2,900 km. 
(4) The density at the centre of the Earth is around 

13g/cm3. 
 

 24. Which of the following statements about earthquakes 
is not correct? 
(1) The point in the crust where the movement starts is 

called the hypocentre.  
(2) The place on the surface above the hypocentre is 

called the focus.  
(3) The maximum damage occurs at closest to the 

epicentre. 
(4) The magnitude of earthquakes is measured on the 

Richter scale. 

 25. Which of the following is not correctly matched? 
(1) Basalt : Schist 
(2) Shale : Slate 
(3) Granite : Quartzite 
(4) Peat : Coal 

 26. Which of the following is not a Union Territory?  
(1) Nagaland  
(2) Puducherry 
(3) Lakshadweep  
(4) Dadra and Nagar Haveli  

 27. The printed price of an article is 40% higher than its 
cost price. Then the rate of discount such that he gains 
12% profit is 
(1) 21%  
(2) 20%  
(3) 18%  
(4) 15% 

 28. Hundred people were invited to a wedding. They all 
were made to stay at a palace. The palace had the 
ration for 100 men for 30 days. After 15 days, 30 
people left the palace. For how many days, will the 
ration last now? 

(1) 3
21

7
 (2) 26

3
 

(3) 14 (4) 3
24

7
 

 29. Steppe grasslands are found in ________. 
(1) Canada  
(2) Australia  
(3) Ukraine  
(4) Brazil  

 30. Which of these business giants is planning to enter 
health care services? 
(1) Microsoft 
(2) Amazon 
(3) Google 
(4) ITC 

Directions (Q. 31–32): In each of the following questions, 
some statements are followed by some conclusions. You 
have to take the given statements to be true even if they 
seem to be at variance from commonly known facts. Read all 
the conclusions and then decide which of the given 
conclusions logically follow/s the given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 

 31. Statements:   
I. All pens are pencils. 
II. Some pencils are sharpeners. 
III. All sharpeners are erasers. 
 

    

 
 

Answer the following questions by selecting the most appropriate option. 

 1. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is appointed by 
the- 
(1) Chairman of the Rajya Sabha   
(2) Prime Minister 
(3) President  
(4) Speaker of the Lok Sabha 

 2. In which of the following cases, it was ruled by the 
Supreme Court that Parliament cannot amend the 
basic structure of the constitution of India? 
(1) Golaknath Case 
(2) Keshvanand Bharti Case 
(3) Vishakha vs. State of Rajasthan 
(4) None of these 

Directions (Q. 3–4): Following questions consist of a pair of 
words/numbers bearing a relationship among these, in some 
or the other manner. Pick up the pair that best illustrates a 
similar relationship. 

 3. Peacock : India :: Emu : ? 
(1) Australia (2) America 
(3) Russia (4) England 

 4. 9 : 26 :: 81 : ? 
(1) 90 (2) 99 
(3) 242 (4) 729 

 5. Photosynthesis is a process in which 
(1) plants produce energy from food 
(2) plants synthesise their food from water and minerals 

from soil 
(3) green plants synthesise food using solar energy, 

oxygen and water 
(4) green plants synthesise food using solar energy, 

carbon dioxide and water 

 6. Rhizobium bacteria living in the root nodules of 
leguminous plants helps the plant by  
(1) absorbing water from soil for the plant 
(2) fixing gaseous nitrogen into soluble nitrogen salts 
(3) synthesising proteins for the plant 
(4) making roots healthy and strong 

 7. Find the odd word/letter/number/pair from the given 
alternatives. 
(1) Hard — Soft  
(2) Pointed — Blunt 
(3) Sweet — Sour  
(4) Long — High 

 8. In a certain code, ‘COPY’ is written as ‘3560’ and 
‘TONE’ is written as ‘0545’. How is ‘TABS’ written in the 
same code? 
(1) 0129  
(2) 0219 
(3) 0912  
(4) 0192 

 9. What is used to identify whether a data word has an 
odd or even number of 1’s?  
(1) Zero bit (2) Sign bit  
(3) Carry bit (4) Parity bit  

 10. The numerator of a fraction is increased by 20% and 
denominator is decreased by 20%. The value of the 

fraction becomes 
4
5

. The original fraction is: 

(1) 2
3

  (2) 8
15

  

(3) 7
11

  (4) 4
5

  

 11. Introducing Raman, Sohan, who is a male, said, “He is 
the only son of my father’s only son.” How is Sohan 
related to Raman? 
(1) Niece (2) Cousin 
(3) Aunt (4) Father  

 12. Metal which is highly reactive and is kept in kerosene 
oil is 
(1) Copper (2) Zinc 
(3) Calcium (4) Sodium 

 13. Select from the following a set of three metals which 
are found in free state. 
(1) Aluminium, copper, silver  
(2) Gold, iron, silver 
(3) Copper, gold, iron  
(4) Silver, gold, platinum 

Directions (Q. 14–15): In each of the following questions, 
some statements are followed by some conclusions. You 
have to take the given statements to be true even if they 
seem to be at variance from commonly known facts. Read all 
the conclusions and then decide which of the given 
conclusions logically follow/s the given statements, 
disregarding commonly known facts. 

 14  Statements:   
I. All chocolates are dark. 
II. All dark are rooms. 
III. All rooms are black. 

  Conclusions: 
I. Some black are chocolates. 
II. Some rooms are chocolates. 
III. Some black are dark. 
(1) Conclusions (I) and (II) follow 
(2) Conclusions (II) and (III) follow 
(3) Conclusions (I) and (III) follow 
(4) All (I), (II) and (III) follow 

 15. Statements:   
I. Some trees are tall. 
II. All tall are buildings. 
III. All buildings are white. 
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PRACTICE TEST 3: ANSWER KEY & EXPLANATORY NOTES

 1. (3) The President appoints the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court on the 
recommendation of a collegium 
comprising Chief Justice of India 
and four most senior associate 
judges of the court. 

 2. (2) The Supreme Court, in the 
Kesavananda Bharti vs State of 
Kerela case, gave a verdict that 
though the Parliament has the 
power to amend the Constitution 
but it cannot amend the basic 
structure of the Constitution. 

 3. (1) ‘Peacock’ is the national bird of 
‘India’. Similarly, ‘Emu’ is the 
national bird of ‘Australia’. 

 4. (3) 9 × 3  1 = 26 

  Similarly, 81 × 3  1 = 242 

 5. (4) Photosynthesis is a process in 
which green plants synthesise food 
using solar energy, carbon dioxide 
and water. Oxygen is an end 
product of photosynthesis, not a 
raw material. 

 6. (2) Rhizobium bacteria help the 
plants by fixing gaseous nitrogen 
into soluble nitrogen salts. They 
don’t absorb water for the plants, 
nor do they synthesise proteins. 
They have no contribution in 
making roots healthy and strong, 
rather they depend on plants for 
their food, water and place to live. 

 7. (4) Pairs of words in the first three 
options are opposites of each other 
while words in option (4) are not 
opposite of each other. Correct 
opposite of long is short and the 
correct opposite of high is low. 

 8. (1) The logic used in the given 
encoding is as follows: 

 

 9. (4) A parity bit is a single bit which 
is used to indicate whether the 
number of 1's within data 
transmission is an even or odd 
number. It is used in parity error 

checking to find errors that may 
occur during data transmission. 

 10. (2) Let original fraction be . 

  Then,  

 11. (4) Sohan’s father’s only son means 
Sohan himself. Thus, Raman is the 
son of Sohan and Sohan is the 
father of Raman. 

 12. (4) Sodium reacts vigorously with 
air and water and a lot of heat is 
produced. To save it from reacting 
with air or water, it is stored in 
kerosene oil. 

 13. (4) Free state refers to the native 
state of the metals, i.e. metals are 
present in their metallic form. Very 
few metals like gold, silver, copper 
& platinum are found in their free 
state.  

 14. (4) It is clear from the venn diagram 
that all the given conclusions are 
true.  

 

 15. (4) It is clear from the venn diagram 
that all the given conclusions are 
true. Thus option (4) is correct. 

 
 16. (3) a + b = 13; and a3 + b3 = 637 

  Cubing a + b = 13; 

  a3 + b3 + 3ab (a + b) =2197 

   637 + 39ab = 2197 

   39ab = 1560 

   ab = 40 

 17. (2) 

  Given, 

  sin x + sin2 x =1, 

  ∴sin x + sin2 x = sin2 x + cos2 x 

  ⇒ sin x = cos2 x 

   cos2 x + cos4 x = sin x + sin2 x  
= 1 

 18. (1) The maturity period of KVP is 30 
months. However, the amount can 
be withdrawn after 100 months. 

 19. (4) SIDBI stands for Small 
Industries Development Bank of 
India. It is a financial institution that 
aids the growth and development of 
micro, small, and medium-scale 
business enterprises. 

 20. (4) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
was nationalised on 1 January, 
1949. The present Governor of RBI 
is Urjit Patel. 

 21. (2) All specialist doctors are 
doctors. No patient is a doctor and 
vice-versa. Option (2) depicts the 
relation between doctors, specialist 
doctors and patients. 

 22. (2) The pattern is: (25 + 16 + 9 + 4) 
– (5 + 4 + 3 + 2) = 40 

  Similarly, 

  X = (81 + 64 + 49 + 36) – (9 + 8 + 
7 + 6) = 200 

 23. (2) The given expression is 
 

    

  Comparing both sides, we get 

    

   2n = 9 

   n = 9/2 = 4.5 

 24. (4) The given expression is   

  When x = 3 and y = 1 

  =   

  =   

  =   

  =   

x
y

x(100 20) 4 x 8
y(100 20) 5 y 15


  



3 25 125n 

 
2

335 5
n

 

2 3
3
n


y xx +y

y xx +y    1 33 1  

1 ( 1)
3
 

1 1
3


2
3


Monthly Updates on Current Affairs through 
Wiley Test Prep App
Current Affairs has been an important part of General Studies in the RRB NTPC Examination. It is an important part of 
General Awareness, especially regarding the policies and schemes of the Government of India, in the examination. It 
also covers such important events that took place during the recent past. This book has a section on the Current Affairs 
through Wiley Test Prep App. A candidate can read the current affairs of any month by scanning the relevant QR code for 
that particular month.   
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Practice Tests 
The book contains 15 practice tests designed exactly on the 
pattern of the RRB NTPC 1stage CBT Exam question paper. 
Practice tests cover all subject areas. Attempting these tests 
helps readers gain an early insight into the level of their 
preparation so that they can make the required changes in 
their preparation methods and improve their test results. 
These tests create an experience similar to the real exam for 
readers in terms of the number of questions, time required 
and the difficulty level.

This book contains 1500 practice test questions that will 
help you thoroughly revise your syllabus and extensively 
practice for the real exam.

Solved Question Papers
The book contains 5 fully-solved previous years’ 
question papers along with detailed solutions. Going 
through these papers will acquaint you with the style 
and pattern in which the paper would probably be 
set, the coverage of the content and the weightage 
given to different subjects. Solving previous years’ 
examination papers helps readers to assess their level 
of performance and competence required to qualify the 
exam.

This book contains 540 questions from previous exams 
with detailed solutions. 

Gap Analysis
One of the most important strategies for performing 
well in any competitive exam is to get a clear idea of 
your current knowledge of the syllabus content and of 
the areas where you need to work the most. 

This book has been developed in a way that you 
get adequate opportunities to analyse your level of 
preparation and take appropriate steps to bridge the 
gaps. This helps in channelising your efforts in the 
right direction. 

These tests also give you a fair idea and experience on 
how speed and accuracy need to be balanced to get 
the desired score to clear the cut-off. 

Score Calculation

RRB NTPC 
(Prelims + Mains)

Marks for 
each correct 

answer

Negative marking 
for each wrong 

answer

General Awareness 1 1/3rd marks allotted 
to the question will 
be deducted for every 
incorrect answer. 
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First, attempt the questions 
whose answers you know. Do 
not waste much time on any 
question. You can always come 

back to these questions after 
answering others.

Always maintain your calm. Answer 
questions quickly but not in panic. 
Panicking about a situation will 
make you forget even what you 
already know. Practice a few online 
Practice Tests.

Manage your time in the most efficient manner. 
There will be 100 questions to be answered 

in a composite time frame of 90 minutes.

Choose your answers carefully as 1/3rd marks 
allotted to the question will be deducted for 
every incorrect answer. 

TI
PS to Score Better

Try to gauge your performance by attempting timed tests in order to find 
your own balance of the number of attempts and the number of correct 

answers (accuracy) to get the maximum score. 

Exam Day Strate
gy

How to Take Practice Tests? 
Taking practice tests is not only an excellent exercise but it also lets you evaluate yourself, analyse your weak/strong 
areas and work accordingly to ensure higher scores. It gives you an opportunity to play the role of both the examinee 
and the examiner. So let’s start.

Give the Test

Excuse yourself from all activities and tell everyone that you should not be disturbed. 

Set a time when you will start the practice test. 

Keep your pen ready. 

Read the instructions given for practice tests.

Open the practice test and start your paper at the exact time.

EXAM Day Strategy
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While taking the practice test, imagine that you are sitting in the real examination hall. This will help you deal better with 
anxiety and confusions experienced by many students before/during the real exam. 

Stick to the time limit and don’t take any help or breaks so that you can mirror the actual exam experience. 

Stop exactly when the time completes. You can also set an alarm for this. 

Relax and take a 30-minute break. 

Evaluate Yourself
Now step into the role of an examiner and evaluate your paper. 

Check the answer keys given at the end of each practice test and give marks for every answer.

Calculate your score. Mark negative scores for wrong answers. 

Attempting practice tests and solved papers not only allows you to revise your syllabus but also makes you expand your 
span of concentration in a single sitting and answer questions within the given time.

RRB NTPC 1st Stage and 2nd Stage Computer 
Based Tests (CBT)
Railway Recruitment Boards conducts common computer based test/ Examination for non technical popular categories 
(Graduate) post(s) of Commercial Apprentice (CA), Traffic Apprentice (TA), Enquiry-Cum-Reservation Clerk (ECRC), Goods 
Guard, Senior Clerk-Cum-Typist, Junior Accounts Assistant-Cum-Typist (JAA), Assistant Station Master (ASM), Traffic 
Assistant & Senior Time Keeper.

There shall be a common CBT for all the notified categories of posts followed by qualifying skill (typing) test or aptitude 
test, wherever applicable and document verification.

What is the Format of this Exam?
The RRB NTPC examination is conducted in the following phases:

 ~ 1st Stage : Online Test

 ~ 2nd Stage: Online Test

 ~ Document verification
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Subjectwise details of previous years RRB NTPC (Prelims and Mains) examination as follows:

No. of Questions

RRB NTPC Prelims Exam RRB NTPC Mains Exam

S. No. Subject  29 April, 2016  28 April, 2016  2014 17 January, 2017 18 January 2017

1. General Intelligence 
& Reasoning

28 26 25 28 30

2. Quantitative Aptitude 30 34 30 39 39

3. General Awareness 42 40 45 53 51
Total 100 100 100 120 120

NEGATIVE MARKING
There shall be penalty (negative marking) in CBT/Examination and marks shall be deducted for each wrong answer @ 
1/3rd of the marks allotted for each question.

Computer Based Tests (CBT)
The test will contain multiple-choice questions with four or five options to choose from. You need to click the radio 
button beside the answer you think is correct.

Tips to Prepare for Computer Based Test (CBT)
 ~ Refer to the RRB NTPC notification for the updated syllabus and all the information related to the exam. Read the 

rules and instructions carefully on how to attempt the exam.
 ~ Prepare and adhere to your daily study plan keeping the date of examination in mind.
 ~ Ensure that you develop a habit of doing all the rough work or markings on a separate set of papers, other than the 

book/paper on which the questions are printed.
 ~ Besides conventional paper-based reading, start developing the habit of on-screen reading. You can start by reading 

online news, articles and magazines.
 ~ Visit websites that conduct free online exams.
 ~ Get yourself familiar with the graphical user interface of online exam. For example, understand the meaning of  

Submit, Save and Next, Unattempt, Clear Response and Finish buttons/controls.
 ~  Always carry an identification proof and your admit card on the date of examination.
 ~ When prompted on the screen, enter your enrollment number properly.
 ~ Before starting the exam, choose the default language between English or Hindi to display questions. 
 ~ Try to complete the paper in the given time frame; however, do not pay much attention to the clock as it may break 

your attention and cause you to panic.
 ~ There is negative marking for incorrect answers; therefore, choose your answers carefully. However, no marks will be 

deducted if you do not attempt a question.

Good Luck! 

DISCLAIMER
Wiley attempts to provide authentic exam-related information; however, the relevant governing body reserves the 
right to change the test format, duration, syllabus, test centers, etc., with/without notice. The readers are, therefore, 
encouraged to visit the official website for latest information/updates.




